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ITEM REVIEW CRITERIA FOR POTENTIAL GRADE 3-5 ELA QUESTIONS
	Item ID:

Passage ID:
	Item Reviewer:
	Date:

	Recommendation:
	Standard:


	Clarity
	Yes/No
	If “No”, Explain or Describe

	1.  Vocabulary in stem is on grade level.
	
	

	2.  Avoids technical terms unrelated to the content.
	
	

	3.  Sentence complexity well within grade expectations.
	
	

	4.  Avoids ambiguous or double-meaning words.
	
	

	5.  Pronouns have clear referents.
	
	

	6.  Item does not include copyrighted or trademarked references.
	
	

	7.  Item avoids irregularly spelled words.
	
	

	8. There are standards based reasons to violate UD language principles.
	
	


	Fairness/Bias
	Yes/No
	If “No”, Explain or Describe

	1.  The item is free of content that might offend or typecast a gender subgroup. Likewise, the item does not lead toward potentially offensive or stereotypical inference(s).
	
	

	2. The item is free of content that might offend or typecast an ethnic subgroup. Likewise, the item does not lead toward potentially offensive or stereotypical inference(s).
	
	

	3.  The item is free of content that might unfairly advantage or disadvantage groups of students (ethnicity, gender, geographic location, ability, SES level, etc.).
	
	


	Item Measuring CCLS R.1

	1.  The item requires students to identify evidence (quotes, details, or examples) to support a valid inference

OR

The item requires students to select a valid inference

OR

The item requires students to identify evidence (quotes, details, or examples) when explaining what the text says explicitly.

	2. The item requires students to refer to the text in order to answer the question.

	3.  The item stem does not reveal:

· key ideas from the text

· details that support key ideas in the text.

	4.  The text has sufficient details and examples to support explanations of what the text says explicitly and inferences from the text.


	Item Measuring CCLS R.2

	1.  The item requires students to identify the story’s central theme/idea or plot.

For RI.2, items require students to identify main idea and show how it is supported by evidence

At Grade 5, there would ideally be at least two main ideas/events for RI.

	2. The item requires that the student identify the central theme/idea or summarize plot using text evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.). Wording may include:

Which paragraph best supports the central theme; Which quote best explains the plot/main idea; Etc.

	3.  The item stem does not reveal*:

· central theme/idea(s) or provide plot

· evidence that gives away the central theme/idea(s)

*Unless stem is setting students up for a contrast

	4.  The central theme/idea(s) or plot summary required by item is apparent in the text (see passage review notes)*

	5. The item forces students to comprehend the majority of the passage to answer the item correctly.


	Item Measuring CCLS RL.3

	1.  The item requires students to identify how a character contributes to/affects the events in a story. (Grade 3)

OR

The item requires students to draw on specific details in a story when analyzing a character, setting, or event. (Grade 4)

OR

The item requires comparison/contrast of the interaction between two characters/events/context details. (Grade 5)

	2. The item requires that students characterize their understanding using textual evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.).

	3.  The item stem does not reveal:

· how the character affects the events of the story

· the comparison between characters/events/context details

	4.  The text supports the required analysis (see passage review notes)

	5. The item requires students to comprehend the majority of the passage to answer the item correctly.


	Item Measuring CCLS RI.3

	1.  The item requires students to identify/analyze the relationship between a series of events, ideas, or steps in relation to a process (cause/effect). (Grade 3)

OR

The item requires the explanation or analysis of events, procedures, ideas or concepts that can be supported with textual evidence. (Grade 4)

OR

The item requires the explanation or analysis of relationships or interactions between two or more individuals/events/ideas. (Grade 5)

	2. The item requires that students characterize their understanding using textual evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.).

	3.  The item stem does not reveal:

· the relationship

· the comparison or interaction between events/ideas.

	4.  The text supports the required analysis (see passage review notes)

	5. The item requires students to comprehend the majority of the passage to answer the item correctly.


	Item Measuring CCLS R.4

	1.  The item requires students to determine the meaning of words, including distinguishing between literal and figurative uses. (Grades 3-4) OR

The item requires students to detect allusions. (Grades 4-5) OR

The item identification or analysis of similes and metaphors. (Grade 5) OR

The item may also require the determination of the meaning of phrases or unfamiliar or technical words. (Grades 3-5)

	2. The item can be answered using text based clues, context clues.


	Item Measuring CCLS R.5

	1.  The item requires analysis of how basic literary components (paragraphs, chapters*, scenes*, or stanzas) are used to build a coherent structure, build upon previous components, or to locate key information.

*for purposes of practical assessment, these can also be sections or parts of a shorter piece of writing.  OR

The item asks students to differentiate between structural elements present in various forms of literary writing

For RI.5 at Grades 4-5, the item requires identification or analysis of overall logical structure (chronologic, comparison, cause-effect, etc.)

When possible, for Grade 5, the item should attempt the same analysis of logic but across two or more texts.

	2. The item requires that the students use textual evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.) to complete identification or analysis.

	3.  The item stem does not reveal:

· key analysis

· key difference

· logic

	4.  The text supports the required analysis (see passage review notes)


	Item Measuring CCLS RL.6

	1.  The item requires identification of point of view/textual evidence of point of view OR

The item asks students to differentiate between multiple points of view

	2. The item requires that students use textual evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.) to complete identification or analysis.

	3.  The item stem does not reveal:

· the point of view, unless a comparison is being set up

· key differences in point of view

	4.  The text supports the required analysis (see passage review notes)


	Item Measuring CCLS RI.6

	1.  The item requires the student to distinguish their own point of view from the author’s. (Grade 3) OR

The item asks students to compare and contrast a first and second hand, or multiple accounts of the same event (Grades 4-5)*

*Likely only possible with a paired passage

	2. The item requires that students use textual evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.) to complete identification or analysis.

	3.  The item stem does not reveal:

· the point of view, unless a comparison is being set up

· key differences in point of view

	4.  The text supports the required analysis (see passage review notes)


	Item Measuring CCLS R.7

	1.  The item requires students to show how illustration/visual stimuli relate/change/contribute to understanding of text.

	2. The item requires that students use textual evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.) to analyze/identify aspects of visual stimuli.

	3.  The item stem does not:

· relate entirely to visual stimuli

· clue students to the relationship between visual and textual stimuli

	4.  The text and visual picture supports this level of analysis required by standard (see passage review notes)


	Item Measuring CCLS RI.8

	1.  The item requires students to identify the logical connection of sentences or paragraphs in a text (e.g. comparison, cause/effect, second in a sequence, etc..). (Grade 3)  OR

The item asks for an analysis of how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. (Grade 4) OR

The item asks for an evaluation of which evidence supports different points/claims in a text. (Grade 5)

	2. The item requires that students use textual evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.) to complete identification or analysis.

	3.  The item stem does not reveal:

· the logical connection

· the key analysis

· the claims or supporting evidence

	4.  The text supports the required analysis (see passage review notes)


	Item Measuring CCLS RL.9

	1.  The item asks for students to show compare and contrast how different passages (as specified by grade level at CCLS) address similar themes and topics. The difference or similarity addressed must be meaningful or potentially signal a greater take-away/understanding  (see SAP manual)

	2. The item requires that students use textual evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.) to identify and evidence differences.

	3.  The item stem does not reveal:

· key details

· fundamental differences

· the point of view in either text

	4.  The texts support the level of analysis required by standard (see passage review notes)

	THE ITEM ALIGNS TO THIS STANDARD


	Item Measuring CCLS RI.9

	1.  The item requires comparison of key details presented in two texts on the same topic. (Grade 3) OR

The item asks for integration of details from two texts to make a statement(s) about the subject. (Grade 4-5)

	2. The item requires that the students use textual evidence (identify a quote, paragraph, section, etc.) to identify and evidence fundamental differences.

	3.  The item stem does not:

· key details

· fundamental differences

· the point of view /ideas/claims in either text

	4.  The texts support the level of analysis required by standard (see passage review notes)


	Item Measuring CCLS L.4

	1.  The item requires students to determine the meaning of unknown or multiple meaning words and phrases.

	2. The item requires that the students determine meaning through the use of context clues, affixes, root words, or reference materials.


	Item Measuring CCLS L.5

	1.  The item requires students to distinguish literal meanings of words and phrases from nonliteral meanings.  OR

The item requires determining the meaning of similes and metaphors. (Grade 4)  OR

The item requires determining the meaning of figurative language, including similes and metaphors. (Grade 5)  OR

The item requires determining the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. (Grades 4 and 5)  OR

The item requires the use of word relationships such as antonyms and synonyms to determine the meanings of words. (Grades 4 and 5)

	2. The item can be answered using text based clues, context clues.


	Multiple Choice Items

	1.  The stem uses vocabulary that is synonymous with the language of the standard, but is age and grade appropriate.

	2. The stem uses clear and concise language.

	3.  The stem poses an actual problem.

	4.  The stem requires a multi-step process (e.g. Identify theme in head, then locate supporting evidence).

	5. There is one correct, unambiguous key (answer).

	6. There is a rationale for the correct response that is aligned to the language of the Standard.

If “no”, explain.

	7. Are distracters all plausible/text based? (incorrect answers)
If “no”, explain.

	8. The item requires comprehension of the major portions of the text, including vocabulary items.


	2pt Constructed Response

	1.  The stem asks students to make a clear statement that can be supported with two independent text-based pieces of evidence.

	2. The stem asks a meaningful question.

	3.  The stem asks a question that will produce a clear and predictable response that is scorable using the 2pt rubric.

	4.  The stem will require the students to return to the text, either physically or mentally, in order to provide evidence that supports their statement.

	5. The question posed by the item is answerable in three sentences (or less).


	4pt Constructed Response

	1.  The stem asks students to respond to a true, meaningful question.

	2. The question posed in the stem requires students to complete analysis consistent with grade level, aligned reading standards.

	3.  The question posed in the stem requires meaningful analysis of one text, or a rigorous comparison of paired texts (depending on purpose of the item).

	4.  The stem provides adequate framing so that students can produce an essay or coherent long-form response.

	5. The stem signals the depth of response necessary to score using the rubric.

	6. The question and desired analysis can be supported by the texts provided.

	7. The item is robust enough to allow for a simplistic reading of the texts AND yet also signals room for a complex analysis/comprehension.
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